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Nesting Sea Turtles on a Changing Caribbean Island
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Description: The Buck Island Sea Turtle Research Program (BISTRP) is a long-term sea turtle monitoring project that focuses on

nesting sea turtles in the Caribbean. BISTRP was initiated by the National Park Service in 1988 after Buck Island was

identified as an important nesting beach for sea turtles, in particular for the critically endangered Hawksbill sea turtle.

Since 1988, the program has conducted annual monitoring of the nesting sea turtles on Buck Island with the goal of

identifying each nesting female, collecting biological data, and tracking nest success on the island. 
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